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July Visitors to Viqueque
Viqueque had lots of visitors from Geelong in July.
Cathie Maher lead a team of nurses form St John of
God Hospital and they spent many hours working at
the Viqueque hospital and clinic. Christian College
had their usual contingent of teachers and students.
The kindergarten at the Friendship House is
becoming locally well known for its work and quality
program. The two Timorese teachers spent time in
Geelong.
The committee of Geelong Viqueque Friendship
Schools was well represented with Brian Edward and
wife Yvonne, Chris Clark, Michael Wright (St
Ignatius), Peter Cannon and Tricia Blane, together
with teachers Rosie Friend and Cathy Jenkins (St
Joseph’s College) Karen and Brian Cordy ( Sacred
Heart College ) and Lee Koolos St Francis Xavier
Primary School). All up these teachers taught 70
English lessons and 8 art lessons where they were
highly welcomed into the schools. Other English
lessons focused on grammar etc. in preparation for
the national examinations.
A highlight of these lessons was the take up of the
English-Tetun Word Finders. Tricia purchased 1000
on arrival at Dili Institute. She gave at least 30
lessons helping the students to use the Word Finder
as well as English dictionaries. She sold 420 at
secondary schools ($1 a book which cost $2, but
sold in Dili for $5) and gave the remaining unsold
ones to Ossu schools, Mundo Perdido and Olocasa.
It is very apparent that when people buy they have
greater ownership
Stationery, sporting equipment and laptops had been
sent in containers earlier in the year. Brother Frank
Hennessy collected the boxes, stored them and they were then distributed in Viqueque (Full list with
attachment). The approximate value was
$25,000
Tricia and Peter met with the National
Director of Education, Director of Basic
Education (Years 1 – 9) and the new
Director of Education in Viqueque ( Peter
and Tricia were his first official visitors)
and discussed the overall language
program that is being funded by the
Butler Donation. This program will be
finalised over coming months and it will
be endorsed by the National Director.

Yvonne Comes to Timor
Yvonne Edward attended the Alola Foundation's Mother Support Group rooms in Viqueque where she
instructed enthusiastic women on the finer points of crocheting. Her welcome at the Alola meeting house
was both an incredible experience and a memorable one. She was greeted by a group of fourteen dancing
ladies in their finest costumes and to the sounds of drums beating and a village leader who was waving a
white scarf above his head. The women then formed a guard of honour for her as she walked into their
meeting room which was a simple tin shed with an earthen floor.

Yvonne produced 20 sample hats and 6 baby slings that she had previously knitted in Geelong as well as
two cut out but unsewn slings for demonstration reasons. One of her hosts sat behind a sewing machine
and in a matter of minutes produced two completed baby slings. After the exhaustive lesson which was
undertaken with the help of an interpreter, they all sat down to a morning tea treat of cakes and pastries. A
great success. Yvonne also attended at Christian College's Friendship House and undertook similar
instructions with a small group of interested women.

Uaimori Fence
The Principal of Uaimori’s dream for a new fence
has finally been realized. He had used part of it as
the rear wall for his kitchen (built with recycled
materials) where rice is cooked for the children each
day. The gate is currently being made, after which
the school will be able to have better security and of
course a barrier against all the domestic animals.

The Two Hour Fence: Timorese Technical Education
One Saturday morning arrived at 01 Viqueque
school at 8.30 to see all the girls walking towards
the new classroom block which had only been
opened a week ago. Each student was carrying a
long stick. When I walked across I discovered the
following: With great strength boys stripping long
bamboo branches into four parts, two boys
sharpening the sticks, others drilling them into the
ground, others stripping palm leaves, and then
others tying the pieces together. Within two hours
the classroom block was surrounded by a fence
on three sides to keep out the pigs, goats,
chooks, dogs, cattle and any other animals that
stray into the school ground, as well as children during non school hours. It was a remarkable
effort, just stunning to see the whole school so co-operatively and with great skill build its fence. All
this activity was supervised by one man, the Principal Agapito Martinez. Truly amazing!

Scholarship Holders

Student

New School/ Institute

Former School

Satorinha da Silva Maria
ICFP
Merlinda Soares
ICFP
Calixa
Maria Soares
ICFP
Evangeito S da Caravalho
ICFP
Julio da Silva
ICFP
Jaime S. Viana
Dili University
Calixa
Gizelda Quintao
Dili University
4 Septembro
Lucio Alves
Dili University
4 Septembro
Jose Belmiro Gusmao
Fatumaca Technical College
Mundo Perdido
Cipriano Monteiro Da Silva
Fatumaca Technical College
Mundo Perdido
Antoninho Soares Pinto
Fatumaca Technical College
01 Viqueque
Elisio X. Guterres
Fatumaca Technical College
St Teresinha
Domigos Marcal De Jesus
Fatumaca Technical College
St Teresinha
Joao Teak
Fatumaca Technical College
St Teresinha
Dulcia M. X Do Rosario
4 Septembro
01 Viqueque
Elvino Fatima Soares
4 Septembro
01 Viqueque
Gilberto soares viana
4 Septembro
01 Viqueque
Amaro da Costa Tilman
4 Septembro
01 Viqueque
Belinda quintao
4 Septembro
01 Viqueque
o
o Fatumaca: $600 for 3 years paid to the College for boarding and tuition
o Institute of Catholic Formation of Teachers, Baucau: $2000 in total per year covering five
students and paid to the Institute for boarding and tuition.
o Tertiary: $500 over 3 years towards tuition costs and paid to the student
o Pre-Secondary Schools Years 7-9 : $100 for one year transition into secondary school and paid
to the student

