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with 10 other students and two teachers, took
part in a two week trip in the amazing country
that is East Timor.

The Language Project Agreement between
Geelong Viqueque Friendship Schools and
the Ministry of Education Timor Leste was
signed by Emidio Amaral, Director of
Education Viqueque District and Antoninho
Pires, Director General of Corporative
Services in August. The project is being
generously funded by a $120,000 donation by
Geelong residents Gael and John Butler.
The project has three components, chief of
which is the training of teachers by highly
skilled providers based in Timor Leste. The
Institute of Mary MacKillop will commence its
four day teacher training in Viqueque in
January. This program concentrates on the
teaching of Tetum. Negotiations are being
finalized with the Learning Resource
Development Centre to conduct a five week
program in one school using three trainers.
This program also concentrates on pedagogy
with intensive observation of classroom
practice, review and suggestions. Discussion
is also taking place with the Institute of
Catholic Formation of Professors: Bacau
Teachers College

On behalf of Kardinia, we took across
donated clothes for the children in the
Viqueque orphanage, as well as such things
like sports equipment, books, laptops and
stationery for our sister school Cabira and
another local primary school called 01
Viqueque, all donated by the Kardinia
community. Whilst we were in Viqueque we
took part in painting a school, playing with the
local children and went to a festival in a town
called Craras where the Timorese celebrated
their 38th Anniversary of Independence and
30th anniversary since the Massacre of
Craras.

Funds will be used in the provision of
additional resources to three pre secondary
schools for libraries and to cover running
costs over two years. Another special project
is the rehabilitation of St Teresinha School in
Ossu and an initial $10,000 has been
provided towards the roof restoration.

Schoolies Go to Viqueque
Jessie Gryfenberg
Since 2010 Kardinia has been offering the
chance to go to a small village in East Timor
called Viqueque to volunteer instead of a
traditional schoolies trip. This year I, along

Although our trip was based around the work
we did at the school and our time in
Viqueque, we also experienced a lot of the
country and the culture of the Timorese. In

Dili we experienced the food and the hustle of
the capital city of East Timor as well as
visiting the ‘Christo Rei’, a 27 metre high
statue of Jesus on top of a globe
approximately 500 steps up the Fatumaca
peninsula (which is quite a feat in high 30
degree heat and very high humidity). In
Baucau we got to relax and swim in a natural
springs pool and try not to get eaten by the
many rumoured crocodiles at the amazing
white sand beaches.

An Evening with Friends of
Viqueque
Special Guest : Ms Rae KINGSBURY,
Honorary Consul Timor-Leste, Victoria
Dromoland House, Pakington Street,
Geelong West
6.00 pm -9.30 pm Friday March 28
Cost $45 (3 Course Meal, Drinks at bar
prices)
Ticket Sales: Rosemary Friend 0413008454,
rosemaryf@sjc.vic.edu.au

Working together for Timor
Leste, the next 10 years
Conference and Expo 14-15 March 2014
Darebin Arts and Entertainment Centre, 387
Bell Street, Preston
For more information: contact Richard Brown
on +61 407 091 004, email
rbrown@moreland.vic.gov.au,
While this trip showed me that every little bit
of volunteering or donating to third world
countries helps, it also showed me that even
though these people are often without
clothes, safe water and sanitation, medication
and sometimes food, they are by no means
poor. They are the happiest and most
generous people you will ever meet, and this
experience will make you fully understand
how lucky we really are.
I would highly recommend any year 12’s to
consider going to East Timor. There is
nothing quite like helping those in need, and
you will be amazed at the gratitude and
appreciation the Timorese will show you. You
will become not only close with your fellow
students, but you will make international
friendships that will last a life time. The
Viqueque trip is truly an unforgettable
experience.
(On behalf of the 2013 Kardinia Viqueque
group – Cecily Curran, Kara Statham, Sophie
Ashkanasy, James Campbell, Lucy Cotes,
Mikey Dean, Chris Dwyer, Gabriel Glatthor,
Estelle Kayler-Thompson, Jack Lolait,
Charles Thompson and Gabby Zwaggerman)

Gearing Up for 2013
It was a promising attendance as 22 people
were present at our end of year review at
Geelong Grammar School. Our focus for the
meeting was to look at the strengths,
weaknesses, opportunities and threats which
we had highlighted at the end of 2012.
Many of the opportunities identified had been
followed up during the year – particularly, by
the many people from Geelong who had
visited
Viqueque.
Other
opportunities
addressed included employing Mariano
DaSilva as our Project Officer there and
organization of the PD program for teachers
in Viqueque which is in the pipeline thanks to
the generous donation from the Butler family
(Full report above). Another opportunity
identified was to have students who have
been to Viqueque speak with students from
other schools.
The most significant threat was regarding
health issues – more contact is needed with
Embassy, DFAT and the parish priest in
Viqueque and a template be written for

groups who travel to Timor Leste. A stronger
link with a key staff member of each Geelong
school is needed to ensure a strong
commitment to raising the issue of Timor
Leste within the school, coordinating fund
raising and making sure that some study of
Timor Leste is undertaken. There is still need
to arrange a reliable process of getting
money to Viqueque for all projects.

coordinated the review and to Janet Taylor
for organizing the hosting at Geelong

Grammar School.

The session also included two encouraging
presentations. Antonio Soares, who has
spent a number of months at the Grammar
school as a student teacher, gave a
thoughtful and moving presentation. Michael
Wright, committee member and teacher at St
Ignatius College, Drysdale also provided
news of his trip to Viqueque. He was the
recipient of the Barry Wood Award from the
Independent Education Union and it was to
100 delegates of the Union that he made his
presentation the previous Saturday.

Attending: Kathy Jenkins, Ashleigh Gillespie
and Rosemary Friend (St Joseph's College)
Janet Taylor, Lyn Bouvier, Sebastian WalkerStaalkjar and Anne Gaylard (Geelong
Grammar School) Chris Hansen (Christ the
King PS) Michael Wright (St Ignatius College)
Deanne LeBreton (Kardinia International
College) Emma Balkin (Geelong High School)
Astrid Paape and Annaleise Lucas (Surf
Coast College) Michael O’Donnell (The
Geelong College) Antonio Saores, Peter
Cannon, Brian Edward, Yvonne Edward,
Tricia Blane, Louise Madden, Chris Clark and
Patrice Hall. Apologies: Julie Whelan, David
Whelan, James Palmer. Tom Bennett, Will
Birkett, Justin Harris and Glen Davey

Making It Real
Cows, chickens, pigs and goats are not
strangers to Viqueque, but when they
appeared at a Geelong school it was quite a
surprise, and yet all were accounted for at St
Francis Xavier Primary School when it
celebrated Multicultural Day.
The grade five and six students, teachers and
parents had an enjoyable day in highlighting
the cultural diversity of its community while
raising $1800 for schools in Viqueque;
especially its partner school St Estevao.

Our committee was energized by the review,
acknowledging that much had been achieved
in 2013 and up and running for 2014. We owe
many thanks to Louise Madden who

Teacher Susan Dillon who helped organize
the day said, “Kids in Australia often have so
much and they don’t understand condition in
other countries, so having a sister school that
staff members have visited and can tell the
kids stories about makes it that bit more real.”
(Congratulations to all at SFX on a great
effort. Ed)

St Francis
Xavier
Multicultural
Day

