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Geelong High School – what a welcome.  

 
David Whelan, former Principal Geelong High School and committee member 
On the 25th June a small delegation from Geelong High School departed Melbourne bound for Timor Leste to visit 
their Friendship School, Mundo Perdido. Included in the group was the Principal, Glenn Davey, Curriculum 
Coordinator, Carmel Cranage and two year 10 students, Brooke Mekken and Chelsea Hall. This was the first official 
visit to Timor Leste by the school. I had visited last year unofficially to introduce myself. 
 
As we approached Ossu we could see the Mountain Mundo Perdido towering over the school area. Mundo Perdido 
translates to 'Lost World'. Our arrival was a very special occasion with a full official welcome by the whole school, with 
students dancing and singing in traditional uniform. This was followed by a presentation of gifts, Tais, by the school to 
us and presentation to the school of gifts from us. We presented to the school a Geelong High School flag, 7 notebook 
computers, a new portable PA system, a new portable CD player, 7 ukuleles and some sporting equipment. 
After the presentations we had a tour of the school and then sat down for a late, but spectacular lunch. This was 
attended by all staff and the student performers. A great feast. We found out here that the school had been preparing 
for our arrival for a number of weeks and that they had been expecting us to arrive earlier in the day; 8:30am!! That 
was different to our arrangements. We had always intended to arrive mid afternoon.  
 
At the conclusion of lunch we made our farewells and headed off to the Viqueque orphanage where we caught up with 
the staff and students of Clonard Catholic Girls School who were also staying there. Over the next couple of days ( it 
was a weekend) we toured the area, familiarising the GHS group with the village and area. On the Monday as we 
departed for Bacau we dropped into Mundo Perdido as we travelled through Ossu. We had the opportunity this time to 
have a good look at the school and in particular the buildings in need of repair. We were made most welcome by the 
staff and students and invited into many of the classrooms to talk to students and teachers. Once again the time went 
quickly and suddenly it was time to depart. 
 
The strength of relationships we developed in this short visit has been amazing. We look forward to returning next 
year and to continuing our support of this school. Geelong High School is committed to support of the region and look 
forward to the challenges that may arise. 
 

http://www.geelong-viqueque.com.au/


Clonard College – an unforgettable trip 
Claire Fitzgerald, student 
To take part in the Clonard College 2014 East Timor Trip was an amazing and worthwhile experience. Our 18 day trip 
gave us numerous unique experiences and allowed us to develop a better insight into the life of a third world country, 
from culture and food, to emotional and confronting sights, and great friendships. Our travels allowed us to see 
diverse areas of East Timor staying in Baucau, Viqueque, Dili, Arturo and a day trip to visit the women weavers in the 
remote mountains of Las Palos.  

My favourite location was in the village of Viqueque where we stayed at an orphanage, and although the facilities were 
basic to say the least, we loved spending time with the kids. We also enjoyed running activities with hundreds of 
students at Uaimori Primary School which Clonard supports through the Geelong Viqueque Schools Friendship 
Group.  

Throughout the trip we were 
constantly learning and our 
thoughts challenged as we 
were exposed first hand to 
the issues East Timorese 
people face. These issues 
included the inequality 
between men and women, 
how developed nations can 
help without westernizing 
and the many other clearly 
visible issues of a third world 
country. While in Dili, we 
focused on learning about 
East Timor’s complex and 
brutal history, their struggle 
for independence and the 
large debt Australia owes to 
East Timor.  
Despite having so little, East 

Timorese are the most generous, appreciative, friendly and happy people who are determined to work for a brighter 
future. Although they were extremely grateful for the donations we gave along the way, we became aware the time 
spent together and friendships developed throughout the trip were much more important.  The highlight of the trip for 
me would have to be time spent with the locals, which included many intense games of soccer! Our trip was 
unforgettable, a massive eye opener, and a huge reminder of how incredibly lucky we are in Australia. 

 

Christian College – students, teachers and tradies 
Deb Singleton, Timor Leste  school coordinator and teacher 
Over a ten year period Christian College staff and students have made at least one trip a year to Viqueque. This year 
CEO Daryl Riddle led the group which included regulars Deb Singleton and Chris Maddock. Accoring to reports the 
Year 12 Prefect trip in July was the “best trip yet”! 23 people in the group demonstrated that the commitment of the 
Christian College families and students is growing. The focus for fundraising and awareness in 2014 is to drill for 
water and connect it to latrines at the primary school in Mota Le’e. A previous group of Year 12 students raised funds 



to build the school in this village in 2012, a bumpy 30 minute drive from Viqueque town. Recently, the College has 
negotiated with a local NGO to organize the connection of water from the ground to latrines via pipes and a gravity 
feed tank. The building of the actual latrines will be done by the local community, reinforcing ownership and 
responsibility. A hand-washing station will enable and reinforce actions of hygiene and sanitation for the school 
children.  
 
During the ‘tradie trip’ in April accommodation was extended and renovated. Members of the public and schools are 
welcome to book and use this facility by contacting Christian College. Here is a 7minute video/slideshow of the tradie 
trip. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=znjbKEFIxeA 
 

 

 
 

Geelong Grammar School – a first visit 
Janet Taylor was delighted to have been the first school 
representative to visit Olocasa, She had some simple 
gifts from her school plus 450 Tetun English word 
finders, a laptop and data projector as the Principal is 
planning to set up a language laboratory. Geelong 
Grammar has been hosting Timorese tertiary students 
over the past few years at the Corio campus. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

St Ignatius College – the launch of TRIUMPH  
Michael Wright, Treasurer GVFS and teacher 
Thursday 31st July was the Feast Day of St Ignatius of Loyola, the founder of the Jesuits and the patron of St Ignatius 
College Drysdale. The student leaders took the opportunity at the full school assembly to launch the 2014 TRIUMPH 
Triennially United to Make Poverty History. The aim of this year’s festival is to raise $50,000, which will go to various 
connections and programs the four Catholic Secondary schools in Geelong have with Timor-Leste. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=znjbKEFIxeA


On hand to help launch the festival and help celebrate the feast of 
St Ignatius were some special Timorese Jesuit friends who shared 
some traditional Timorese music with staff and students. These 
gentlemen are very appreciative of all our efforts to support their 
country and fellow Timorese and truly welcome any opportunity to 
share their story and culture with us. Perhaps more importantly 
however is that they like us genuinely value our shared friendship. 
Keep an eye out for them at TRUIMPH where they will be 
performing and stop by for a chat.  Picture - Ezekiel, Side, Joao 
and Dino Not pictured but present was Jesuit priest Fr Quyen Vu 
 

 
Fostering Friendship Links  
275 people including a good number of Timorese attended a most successful Timor Leste conference in Melbourne at 
the end of July. Most of the Friendship groups from Victoria were present.  
A Keynote speaker was DFAT’s First Assistant Secretary for the Southeast Asia Maritime Division Mr Allaster Cox 
who provided an overview of Australia’s aid to Timor Leste – Opportunities for Partnership “In 2011 the Government of 
Timor-Leste established its flagship poverty reduction program, the National Village Development Program—known as 
PNDS. This was a significant milestone given that only very limited development had taken place outside Dili at the 
time. … The focus of Australia’s support for PNDS is now on strengthening government systems so that the program 
will deliver results in the longer term. We will provide $55 million over five years to 2017, and potentially beyond this. 
Our support is helping ensure that: 

 the right corporate systems in government 
are in place and work effectively; 

 PNDS facilitators are delivering high-quality 
support to communities; and 

 communities are receiving social and 
economic benefits from PNDS”. 

Geelong Friends of Viqueque representatives 
(pictured including Cathie Maher St John of God 
Hospital Geelong)) were able to have a private 
meeting with Allaster It was an opportunity to inform 
him as to how Geelong supports Timor Leste. Allaster 
was impressed with the level of our support and 
agreed to discuss with his department as to how 
DFAT might be able to work with us in the future. The 
meeting with Allaster was made possible through the 
support of Sarah Henderson MP for Corangamite. 

 

Staying in Viqueque  
Most visitors to Viqueque stay at the accommodation provided by the 
sisters at St Francis Orphanage and Boarding School. The bedrooms 
are clean, the meals are tops and overall it is a very pleasant place to 
stay. - early morning singing and hospitality of the sisters a specialty. 
Accommodation for one night plus three meals is $25 per person. 
 
The two kitchens are extremely poorly ventilated, dark and in a very 
poor state. All cooking is done with burning wood. The delightful Sr 
Ursula has asked for help. She wishes to replace one of the kitchens 
and maybe provide gas for cooking at a cost $US 4.000. Given what it 
would cost to replace a kitchen back home in Geelong this is a small 
amount indeed. 
 

If you have stayed at St Francis or intend to travel to Viqueque and will probably use it for your accommodation would 
you please generously donate? Geelong Friends of Viqueque have made a contribution of $1500. 
 
Direct Debit: Bendigo Bank BSB 633-000Account 132923756 Reference: Kitchen or  
Cheque Geelong Viqueque Friendship Schools Inc 
Post to Treasurer, Michael Wright 45 Itkeston St Herne Hill 3218 
 

 
 



Peacekeepers turn to Coffee 
Four former Australian peacekeepers have formed the “Wild Coffee Co”.  It’s Timor coffee direct from the farm to you. 
They have recently opened a charming little café in Sydney Road, Coburg and have a great web site 
www.wildcoffee.com where you can find how to purchase their very tasty product.  

 

The Perfect Card 
Gregory Terrace College Queensland are great supporters of Timor Leste. Check this out! It’s very 
moving    http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iouO7Gpx0BY  http://www.justiceproducts.org 

 

Beatriz’s War 
Special School Screening, August 14

th
 7:00 pm 

Clonard College, 225 Church Street Herne Hill 
See attachment with this newsletter 

 

Timorese Visitor to Geelong 
The Learning Resource Development Centre, Dili is 

one of the educational organizations funded by 

Geelong Viqueque Friendship Schools that provides 

teacher training in Viqueque. Its director Francisco 

Jorge was in Australia as a participant in the East 

Timor Conference. Francisco was delighted to visit 

St Francis Xavier Catholic Primary School, Corio 

where he saw vibrant open classrooms, the library 

and a full school assembly which was conducted by 

the Grade One’s – yes that’s correct. It was quite 

amazing. Picture: Julie Turner, Tricia Blane and 

Francisco Jorge 

 

 

 

 

Annual General Meeting 
7.00 p.m. Tuesday 2

nd
 September 

Geelong High School, Ryrie Street, East Geelong 

 
Special Guest: Mr Chris Loughnan, Project Officer: Collaboration and Research Support School of 

Psychology, Faculty of Health, Deakin University  
Ministry of Education Timor Leste - Deakin University Partnership 

Annual Membership  
$20 or $5 student 
 

Direct Debit 
Bendigo Bank BSB 633-000 Account 132923756 
Reference: Membership  
 
Cheque  
Geelong Viqueque Friendship Schools Inc 
Treasurer, Michael Wright 45 Itheston St Herne Hill 3218 

 

http://www.wildcoffee.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iouO7Gpx0BY
http://www.justiceproducts.org/

