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Record Numbers
On Sunday afternoon 23rd April at 01 Viqueque almost all of the 2017 scholarship holders were presented with
certificates and money. A number of parents were present and two of the school principals. Mariano’s
meticulous organization resulted in a most impressive ceremony. There are 73 recipients for 2017 including
those directly funded by Sacred Heart College and Geelong High School, with a total outlay of $8,000
All secondary and pre secondary schools were represented. More pictures below
Secondary Calixa 6, 4 Septembro 12, St Esteavo 7 and Olocasa 8,
Pre-Secondary: 01 Viqueque 13, Cabira 4, St Teresinha 10 and Mundo Perdido 10.

Our Man on the Ground
Mariano DaSilva is the GVFS Project Manager in the District of Viqueque. He brings to this role sustained
enthusiasm, commitment and integrity which has enabled GVFS to achieve many of its goals. His welcoming
smile is absolutely infectious and all Geelong visitors immediately feel at ease on their arrival in Viqueque.
He acts as their interpreter when meeting with locals ranging from young children to Viqueque District Director
of Education Emidio Amaral (picture).

Mariano came to Geelong in 2011 with three Viqueque principals and three teachers for a 21 day educational
program which was funded by the Timor Leste Ministry of Education and much voluntary work by Geelong
schools and supporters.
Mariano is a teacher at 01 Viqueque. He is married to Paulina who is a teacher of English and they have five
children. His father died this year at the age of 104. He was one of the many Timorese who supported
Australian soldiers during WW2. His two brothers were killed by the Japanese. What a debt Australians owe
the Timorese!
The recent generous gift of $5,000 from Brian and Jenny O’Shanassay is being used to cover Mariano’s
salary for three years.

The Butler Libraries
The libraries at Cabira
and 01 Viqueque each
have signs above their
entrances reminding us of
the generous donation by
John and Gael Butler. The
librarian salaries ($120
per month) are paid for
from this fund. Funds from
this donation are also
being used for the
Mackillop Teacher
Training Program (refer
below).
The librarians Deoniza
(left) and Louisa (right) have had some training in Dili and plans are ongoing for them to spend time at the
Xanana Gusmao Library. The libraries are well looked after, students are borrowing, some are
monitors/helpers, class sets are stored and distributed, even on occasions when teachers are absent. School
libraries are rare in the country so the three (refer below) can become models for other schools throughout the
country.

Sunshine Coast Supports Viqueque
Ian and Nancy Duncan friends from the Mooloolaba have made a generous donation of $2,000, which has
been used to underwrite the English Tetum Word Finder Program. In April Tricia Blane arranged for the
purchase of more books at a cost of $4.00 each. Lessons are given as how to use the book and students
purchase for a dollar – it’s now my book! At least 4,000 books have been distributed.

Missing Laptops and Fake News by Peter Cannon
The Principal of Olocasa (Years 10-12) a few years
back made a request that the school would hope to set
up an IT Centre – similar to one at 4 Septembro. GVFS
Committee member Janet Taylor who teaches at
Geelong Grammar arranged for 20 second hand
laptops for the school. On arrival in Dili they were
collected from the wharf and placed at a secure
residence that GVFS has always used. A member of
staff from Olocasa made contact and arranged for the
laptops to be transported to Ossu. Word got to me back
in Australia that they never arrived!
It was raining heavily when Tricia and I arrived at the school, which is located at the foot of Mount Perdido.
We wondered why we were directed to the staff room in the very old and once vacant building. After a short
chat, the Principal gently took us to his office and opened a locked cupboard to reveal the missing laptops!
The he directed our gaze to the classrooms. A few weeks ago, wild winds had completely peeled back the
roof of the new three-classroom block. How sad and disappointing for the principal, staff and students to be
working under such conditions, and how easy it is to receive “fake news”.

The New Library

Angelmo Viana (pictured reading Tetum book) is
slowly setting up the library at Uamori primary
school. His salary is being funded by Clonard
College students some of whom helped in the
library during their 2016 visit.

Melbourne School Supports Viqueque
Congratulations to the students of Essex Primary School, Mount Waverly, especially their wonderful Junior
School Councillors, who have facilitated fundraising efforts over the year. In particular, thanks to them and to
all students who have donated through the “Money Munchers” a total of $1,022.80 for Timor.

Teacher Training Continues
Over the past few years, Mary Mackillop
International has been conducting teacher-training
programs throughout Timor Leste. This year the
program is being concentrated in Viqueque where
there are 40 teachers in the scheme. GVFS has
funded over the past two years with funds from the
Butler Donation. This year the outlay is $14,000
for 10 of the teachers. The picture is of three very
appreciative teachers and supervisor Rogerio Da
Silva at Mundo Perdido. Due to government
expenditure, most of our partner schools have fine
basic classrooms. However, many of the teachers
have limited skills, thus the importance of teacher
training program

Stunning New School
The staff and students of St Teresinha are just delighted with their new school. It is a fine building costing $US
180,000, the result of great contributions by Burleigh Parish Q, Marist Solidarity and GVFS $US 10,000.

Time for Justice
Want to know more
about the long-running
maritime boundary
dispute between East
Timor and Australia.
Come along to a movie
night held by Geelong
Viqueque Friendship
Schools. The screening
of 'Time to Draw the
Line' will be on 31 July
at 8:30 at the Pivotonian
Cinema, Geelong.
Tickets are available by
clicking here.
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