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2018 Scholarship Holders

Two separate ceremonies were held this year, one in Dili and the
other in Viquque. In the Capital, presentations were made at the
Esplanda Hotel. The seven students are studying at university in
such studies as education, information technology and medicine.
Mariano DaSilva, GVFS Project Manager had travelled the ninehour bus trip from Viqueque to attend. One of the parents gave a
very simple but moving thanks on behalf of the students and their
families. The following Saturday Mariano organized the
presentation in Viqueque where … students were present and
Emidio Amaral Director of Education Viqueque District was the special guest. GVFS is delighted to continue with its
scholarship program giving substantial assistance for students to continue at secondary school or take the big step and
enter the tertiary sector. All students are to be congratulated in the challenges they accept in wanting to learn,
preparing for life in the workforce and contributing to the nation of which they are so proud.
Catch us on Facebook and web page.
www.geelong-viqueque.com.au
Let’s know what you think.

Christian College:
In July a group of 27, including 20 Year 12 students, went to Timor Leste on the Annual Prefect trip. After a ten and a
half hour journey from Dili to Viqueque, the students immersed themselves in the local community. They visited Liceu
September 4 and Calixa (both senior high schools) to teach English classes. The students also visited Buikarin where
initial discussions were made to create more learning spaces for the school. The students also spent 2-3 hours most
afternoons forming relationships with the local kids around our accommodation house. They also taught English classes
at the local Red Cross building and visited the hospital and orphanage.

The students now have new lifelong friends and wish to return to Viqueque in the near future. Some are looking at
sponsoring students for their future studies. They said the experience was all about the relationships with the local kids.
There were many tears as we left Viqueque.
Upon returning to Geelong, the prefects were busy organizing Christian College’s annual Trivia Night to raise funds for
the Buikarin project. The Trivia Night was held on Friday 10 August. Over 450 people attended with a figure in excess of
$10,000 being raised.

By Graham Barton Teacher

St Joseph’s College:
On Monday the 9th of July, six St Joey’s boys
and two staff got up at 4am to embark on
the 2018 Timor Leste Immersion. After
approximately 12 hours of travel time we
disembarked at Dili International Airport and
got our first glimpse of the unfamiliar ways
of Timor life. Our first experience of this was
when the taxi drivers taking us to our
accommodation from the airport decided it
was quicker to reverse 500m into one way
oncoming traffic rather than drive a
kilometre up the highway to designated U
turn point. Whilst we thought this was

madness the calmness and sense of normality the
other drivers treated this with was truly
astonishing.
The following day we hit the road for Viqueque.
Whilst it was a strenuous and long trip due to poor
road conditions it was well worth it as it allowed us
to witness the natural beauty and daily activities of
Timor life. The time spent in and around our SJC
partner school, Viqueque 01, will remain with me
as one of the most memorable moments of my
schooling history. The smiles, laughs and genuine
welcome we received from our hosts and the
larger Viqueque community was something we did
not expect and caused us to reflect on the way we
treat strangers in our communities. Sharing our
English skills in the classes was the source of many
laughs and joy and provided us the opportunity to
interact with the students. We all thought we
were going to Timor to teach them English but left
realising the Timorese taught us much more than
we could ever have thought or taught them.
Another highlight was our afternoon soccer
matches, played in a variety of different venues
around the village. Our first game on the village
field, with the accompanying goats and pigs, was the scene for much joy and amusement and at times resembled a
Timor vs Australia world cup playoff, drawing in a big crowd and rumbles of applause for the big plays. These open and
free interactions were another highlight of our time and once again exposed us to the warmth and genuine friendship
the Timorese offered us strangers in their land.
The nine hour drive back to Dili was long but gave us plenty of time to reflect on what we had done and really take in
the country side and observe the daily lives of the Timorese. During the time in Viqueque, we learnt a bit of the native
language Tetum, and shared our English but there were much bigger lessons learnt. We learnt and got to witness
firsthand how some members of the majority world live, how important it is to make the most of every opportunity
that is presented, and how happiness and joy does not equate to how much “stuff” we have. We learnt that the people
of Timor are happy and proud of what they have achieved and that generosity can mean connecting with people and
giving oneself, rather than the giving of material goods.
The second part of our time in Timor involved spending time on Atauro Island. An Island about 40km off the coast of
Timor. Recently the waters around the island were declared the most biodiverse marine environment in the world.
While we were there, we spent time snorkelling these beautiful reefs filled with countless different colours of fish and
coral. Being able to gaze at over 350 different species of fish was spectacular and provided a great base to reflect upon
the beauty and wonder of God’s creation.
On Sunday morning we attended mass at the local Catholic Church and listened to the amazing singing of the church’s
choir. Their singing of songs such as “Alleluia” were such a pleasure to listen to; and you could tell that they appreciate
mass as a community each Sunday morning so much. One afternoon we met with Roxane a Marine Biologist working on
the island who spoke of her work. We then took part in a beach clean-up and entered the rubbish data on an
international litter data collection site. Barry, the owner of the Eco Lodge the social enterprise we stayed at also spoke
to us about his story and how he tries promote ethical tourism and community development. He also spoke about what

the future holds for Atauro Island now that it is internationally recognised as a unique diving environment and the
tourist development pressures the Government are pushing on the local people. His take on what sustainable and
inclusive development looks like actually empowers the locals. One final highlight of island time was joining in the
afternoon Zumba classes with Barry’s wife Lina and a number of local women.
Overall the time spent on the island gave us some greater understanding of how important it is to look after the
environment, the importance of community engagement and connections so that people can be active participants in
their own destiny, culture and liberation.
To end our trip, we spent our last day in Dili learning about the difficult and sometimes horrific history of Timor, visiting
the site of the Santa Cruz massacre, Chega prison and the Australian WWII war memorial at Dare. Our guide for the day,
Inor (who plays AFL for the Timor Crocs!) shared his own story in relation to the to bury Sebastiano Gomez, when the
Indonesian troops opened fire on the crowd. His brother and aunt were both killed by the Indonesian forces on that
day. It was hard to learn about as their history and struggle for independence is quite a sad story but also one of
resilience and courage. It really put things into perspective for us boys about our time here and caused us to reflect on
how happy, hopefully and optimistic the Timorese people are despite what they have been through in their past.
On our last night we had a visit from Br Frank
Hennessy,(picture) a Christian brother from Geelong
who has been living and working in Timor for many
years. It was great to hear his story and about the
community building activities the Edmund Rice
Community has been doing in Timor. It also caused us to
reflect upon the many connections that we as students
at SJC and members of the Edmund Rice Community
have with the people of Timor.
Finally we would like to thank Mr Wright and Mrs
Holland for looking after us as teachers. We would also
like to thank the College for this wonderful opportunity
to experience the beautiful country that Timor is and provide us with a once in a lifetime learning experience, that we
will never forget.

By Finn Dripps and Patrick Sweet

Clonard College:
“To resist is to know how to accommodate past divergences to address the challenges of the present and the future”
Xanana Gusmao
Timor Leste struggled to gain
independence for hundreds
of years, and finally achieved
this in 2002. This quote from
the Resistance Museum from
Xanana Gusmao tells the
story of how they have had to
rebuild their small nation and
work towards inclusivity and
forgiveness after years of
Indonesian and Portuguese
occupation. As Jose Ramos
Horta stated “More courage is required to forgive than is required to take up arms”. As we travelled around the

country, we saw many examples of how this young nation has shown forgiveness and is planning for the future. Today
60% of the population under the age of 24 and approximately 39% of rural people struggle to access clean water.
Malnutrition is still of concern as many young children under 5 are underweight. These are some of the challenges for
this country.
The focus of our visit was to further our friendship with the people of Viqueque, but particularly our sister school
Uaimori. Through a variety of activities such as board games, sports activities, bracelet making, dancing, face painting,
English and Tetun conversation classes, we
were able to engage and strengthen our
relationship. We were privileged to meet
many young people and we were welcomed
all throughout Viqueque with open arms.
Most school children were extremely
passionate about education and were always
keen to converse to develop their English. As
we also explored the area we encountered
many roaming animals such bibis (goats),
manu (chickens), asu (dogs) and fahi (pigs).
We learnt about Timorese culture through
their handicrafts such as tais and doll making,
through their music and dancing, foods and
language.
We met many young people on our journey and they shared some of their stories:
 “I come from Viqueque and live in Beloi. My school is called Viqueque One and I walk to school every day. My
favourite subject is English as it is an international language. I want to be a doctor to help people. My favourite
sport is basketball and my favourite singer is Celine Dion as I enjoy listening to her music. I have an older
brother and a younger sister. I have a dog called Jack like the movie Titanic.”Fidilia, 14 years old
 “My goal is to be a teacher and I have two chickens and 1 dog. I am from Viqueque and I live in Beloi. I like to
play football with my friend at school. I have one brother and two sisters. My mother is a housewife and my
father is in the police.”Deonizio, 17 years old
 “I am from Viqueque and I live in Buenurak. I like to play volleyball with my friends. I have three brothers and
no sisters. I do not have a father and my mother is a housewife. I want to be a doctor and I have four
chickens.”Avianca Soares, 16 years old
Although Timor has a rich history, it also has a sad history of famine, war, and oppression. Despite this, young people
are filled with pride and passion for their culture and hold a great level of optimism for the future. Clonard students
hope to continue to visit Viqueque and learn more about Timorese people and culture, and build on the friendships we
have made.

By Ella Marnell, Sarah Mapleson and Jamie Collins

Kardinia International College:
The two weeks I spent in Timor over the school holidays were the best two weeks of my life. I met new people,
discovered a new language and developed an appreciation for a new culture.
Our journey started on Friday the 22nd of June, where we got on a bus to travel to the airport. The group bonding
started there. Everyone was talking to one another and beginning to create new friendships. We had a four-hour plane
ride to Darwin followed by an overnight stay on the airport floor. Here we talked, played cards and got a little bit of

sleep. A short early morning flight saw us in the capital, Dili by 9am. Here I was able to uncover the truths of this
underdeveloped yet underappreciated country.
On day two, we took the most amazing bus ride, down the coast, over the mountains and through small country towns.
We saw incredible sights along the way including the ocean breeze rushing through our hair and the unmissable green
scenery out the bus windows. 10 hours later, covered from head to toe in the red dust of the dirt road, we reached
Viqueque. Here we got to discover the real Timor, where everyone was joyful and the town lived like one big, happy
family. This is where I gained a true appreciation for the way they lived; although we have much more than they do, we

are never happy with what we have and are always looking for bigger and better. By contrast, the Timorese seem
content with the life they have and work with what they can afford.
Over the next few days we were presented with some challenges whilst teaching. However, that did not stop us. I
enjoyed every minute of these classes knowing I was helping these students. English is the language of the world and by
teaching them English we are allowing the students to communicate with other cultures and make the most of future
employment opportunities. One of the best classes I was part of was
at Cabira, where we taught a numbers lesson to the students, they then completed some worksheets followed by the
teaching group splitting between the tables. Here we played cards, talked, laughed and just had a good time. In my
group we played spit and Uno and the girls taught me lots of Tetum, including things like “I have…” and “I love you”. It
was lots of fun for everyone and the company allowed us to create new connections with another culture.
Besides teaching English in Viqueque, we also played with the kids at Viqueque 01 each night. As we walked out of our
place kids bombarded us from every direction. We played ball games, talked, skipped, taught them games and most

importantly made friends. One thing that really stuck with me was that they played basketball with a backboard that
had no rings. Rather than being like us and giving up because it was not perfect, they adapted the game. This is
important to see that if something is not perfect rather than giving up change your approach and continue. Timor did
not only allow me to teach English to the Timorese students, I also learnt many lessons that I can take away from the
experience, including appreciation, discovery and perseverance. This trip not only allowed me to connect with the
Timorese students, I also developed strong friendships with my peers. We spent time working together in classes,
playing with the children together, playing cards and other games back at our accommodation and talking all the time.
The relationships we built throughout the trip will be forever lasting and we will always have the memories we shared
over the most enjoyable two weeks.

By Paige Rowan

