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Christian Brothers withdraw from Timor Leste
Since 1999 the Christian Brothers have ministered to the “poorest of the poor” in Timor Leste but,
due to an ageing core of brothers, it was decided they should withdraw from the country and pass
their ministry into new hands.
The association with Timor Leste began in 1999 when the region
was suffering from internal and external struggles. The brothers
were truly part of the 'village' and a tremendous support to all who
visited this new country.
We take this opportunity to thank them for their commitment, their
success, their support of our individuals and groups visiting. The
brothers acted as a 'port of call' as well as a 'storage place' and were
always a friendly face at the Dili airport.

Upcoming Events
• Independence Day
Flag raising- 17th
May
• Alias Ruby Blade
screening 20th May
• GVFS Student Day
3rd term 2019
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Celebrating Timor Leste Independence
This year the City of Greater Geelong continues its
commitment to the people of Timor Leste by
celebrating their 17th year of Independence. On Friday
17th May the Timor Leste flag will be raised and
supporters will gather to hear the experiences of local
Kardinia International students following their visit in
2018. Professor Glen Guest will also share his story.
Program for Council Chamber, City Hall
30 Gheringhap Street, Geelong
10:00am
10:10am
10:40am
10:50am
11:10am
11:15am
11:30am

Welcome - Cr Sarah Mansfield
Student Session
Guest Speaker - Glenn Guest
Flag Raising Ceremony inside City Hall
Poem Reading
Presentation by Jhony (Timorese young man)
Light Refreshments
RSVP required by Monday 13th May

East Timor Independence Day - Flag Raising Ceremony RSVP

Congratulations Simmi and Afonso

Congratulations on a wonderful achievement in gaining your Masters. It’s a credit to you
and all at Deakin, especially John Troumbourou and Chris Loughnan. We look forward to
seeing you in positions where you can best use the knowledge and skills that you have
learnt in your experience while in Geelong.
Best wishes from all members of Geelong Viqueque Friendship Schools

Agus’ Tasmanian Adventure

Many of you will know Agus, our preferred ‘go to’ driver while
in Timor Leste. He has recently completed 6 months picking
fruit in Tasmania near Launceston.
Peter and Tricia went to Launceston to spend some time with
Agus, a reunion made extra special, as 2019 would be the first
time in over ten years that we were not going to Timor Leste.
They went to Hillwood Berry Farm where Agus was close to
completing his work contract. Agus was driving the bus to
deliver workers to farm and picking, work hours were irregular
and payment was piecemeal. The contract included work when
available and the cost of accomodation, evening meal, fares/
visas were deducted from fortnightly payments. The final
remuneration was very low and the cost of living in Australia re
food, clothing was very high in comparison, however it did
provide an opportunity for Agus to support his family.
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Letter to Tricia Blane from Stuart Thomson
CEO of East Timor Hears Fund
Dear Patricia,
It’s been a big start to the year!
We have already had our first patient for 2019
successfully undergo successful life-saving surgery in
Australia, with more to follow over the coming
months.
Our volunteer medical team has also hit the ground
running, with our first screening trip to Timor-Leste
in February. Our team screened patients in Dili and
made their first visit to mountainous Maubisse.
We will be doing more work in the remote districts of
Timor-Leste, including heart screening and
practitioner education, thanks to the success of our
pre-Christmas Every Heart Everywhere campaign.
Thanks to generous donors, we exceeded our
$25,000 fundraising target. We raised $28,000,
which was matched by our extraordinary supporter,
philanthropist Peter McMullin.
Some of our other supporters who have been going
above and beyond include our volunteer (and bestselling author) Heather Morris, who teamed with the
Rotary Clubs of Knox and Boronia on a successful
literary fundraiser; and our ambassador Lin Jong
and his family, who staged a fantastic fundraising
dinner dance in February.
Finally, we are excited to welcome Timorese athlete
Anche Cabral as an ambassador. You can find out
more about Anche and her passion for heart health
below.
Our volunteers and supporters are at the heart of
what we do. Thank you so much!
Stuart Thomson, CEO

Teenage basketball fan Boni left
Melbourne in February after his life
saving heart surgery at Royal

Melbourne Hospital

East Timor Hearts Fund Support. The only medical non-government organisation providing
heart surgery in Australia. Based in Geelong and looking for volunteers to help support the east
Timorese while here in Geelong. Every $1 invested creates $9 in benefits.
www.easttimorheartsfund.org.au

GVFS School Visits 2019
The following schools have indicated that they will be traveling to Timor Leste this year.
• Christian College, Kardinia International College, St. Josephs College,
Clonard College and Sacred Heart College
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Christian College Teacher Conference - 2019
Geelong Christian College have just returned from delivering a Teacher Conference on
‘Picture Story Books - Part 2” following on from last years successful program. A full
report will be provided in the next edition of Manten Kontaku

Screening of ‘Alias Ruby Blade’
Geelong Viqueque Friendship Schools invite you to celebrate Timor-Leste's Independence Day

Catch us on Facebook or our web page - www.geelong-viqueque.com.au
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