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It is with pleasure that I report on another successful year for Geelong Viqueque Friendship 
Schools Inc.  
 
Without stating the obvious we’ve endured a second very difficult year.  
Even with limited contact our committee has worked tirelessly coordinating activities in Geelong, 
raising funds to support our Timor-Leste friends. Covid-19 has greatly impacted on all 
communities and recently Viqueque with unconfirmed weekly deaths, predominantly of the aged 
and infirmed, doesn’t lessen the pain and suffering for the community. Reports of the virus being 
in schools is quite frequent. Fortunately, the vaccination program in Timor-Leste is progressing. 
On top of the Covid pandemic, areas of Timor-Leste also experienced devastating floods earlier 
this year. Tragically leading to several deaths and wide-spread damage to homes and 
infrastructure that will take years to repair. It was interesting to note the lack of interest from 
many of our Australian media outlets in seriously reporting on the disaster, an event so close to 
our borders and with a nation we are so deeply connected to. 
 As a group, we made 2 ‘flood’ recovery’ donations of $1600 to support the Timorese people on 
the ground. These funds went to Alola Australia and Mary McKillop Today. The funds came 
directly from the annual dinner raffle and auction. The Timorese are a very resilient and proud 
people, but also a very poor nation. 
 

                 
 
When schools from Geelong will once again be allowed to leave our shores to visit Timor-Leste is 
uncertain. I don’t envisage any visits until at least 2023 by schools. This creates a big problem 
with community connections and continuity between the schools in Geelong and Viqueque. 
Hopefully next year there may be some adults able to travel to Viqueque from Geelong. 
 
 
 
 



Fund Raising 
Art Show 
A very successful inaugural Art Show was held in November 2020 for 4 weeks at the Eastern Hub, 
East Geelong. The theme of the exhibition was ‘The Life and Land of Timor-Leste’. The exhibition 
featured a variety of works showcasing the talents of committee members, friends, and 
artist/photographers.  
Again, we were badly impacted by Covid with contributions, attendances and opening 
ceremonies down on what we were hoping. The original concept was for much greater 
participation from our local schools and from the District of Viqueque and beyond, but this was 
thwarted by Covid. All that aside, it was still w wonderful display of works. After the event it was 
determined that we will run the event again in 2022 as a biennial event. Work on this is already 
well advanced. Congratulations to Olivia Jackson-Corbeil and her committee on getting the 2020 
show up during difficult times. 
Any Support to the 2022 committee will be greatly appreciated. 
 

 
 
Dinner 
Our major fundraiser this year was our Dinner, held at Truffleduck in April of this year. Guest 
speaker Brother Frank Hennessy spoke on his many years in Timor-Leste. The evening was 
coordinated by Rosie Friend (former committee member) and her committee. The dinner was 
extremely well attended and raised nearly $6000 
Thanks to Louise and Bernie Madden, Associated Rigging and the Edward family for their auction 
prize donations. 
 
Scholarship Program 
This program has continued to expand with 63 scholarships awarded in the year totalling $9171. 
The delivery of the program has been disjointed, with all of the schools and universities in 
lockdown for long periods and then some serious social distancing rules put in place. Many of the 
scholarships weren’t awarded until mid-year as a result. These scholarships were awarded to 
Secondary to Senior Secondary School students, Senior Secondary to University and University 
students completing their studies at Bacau Teachers College. We now have close to 60 doners on 
our books, with many having committed to a three-year program with some outstanding large 
donations to the program: 

The Newson Family  $5000  Bass family   $1500 
Keith Fagg    $1000  Graeme Wood  $500 
Jonathon Chapman  $500 



 
 

                             
 
Graduation of Zaquelina, one of our sponsored university students graduating and our 
partnership School Principals accepting the student scholarships on behalf of their students who 
were in lockdown 
 
Geelong Viqueque Volunteers  
Paige Rowan has led the creation of a new affiliated group, Geelong Viqueque Volunteers. 
This is a group of past students and associates who have visited Viqueque before and are keen to 
stay connected and to volunteer with help when required. A great initiative tapping into a great 
resource which could have been easily lost. I look forward to seeing this group grow. 
 
New Partnership 
We also welcome aboard Iona Catholic Secondary College (Principal Damian McKew) as a school 
seeking a partnership with a Viqueque school. Negotiations are currently underway for this to 
happen. This is great news for GVFS 
 
Mariano DaSilva- Project Manager 
 

Mariano is still working hard as our on-ground contact, 
coordinating the scholarship roll-out, paying of library salaries and 
running PD programmes for our librarians. Mariano has 
coordinated the development of a librarian network group to assist 
with the training of the 4 librarians our partner schools in Geelong 
fund. 
On top of all of this, and many other duties, he became a father 
again earlier this year. 

 
                                                    Beiibee Ros Vaa born 8th March 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
Library Program 
This program initiated a few years ago now has 4 schools in Geelong supporting 4 schools in the 
Viqueque region by paying the salary of the appointed librarian. As mentioned earlier, training is 
an ongoing issue, but the staff and schools are very keen for this program to run and succeed.  
Libraries are one of the most sought-after facility improvements from our partnership schools. 
Our schools involved in this program are: 

• St. Joseph’s College 
• Clonard College 
• Kardinia International College 
• Geelong High School   

 

      
 
Library staff completing professional development and networking. This program was organised 
by Mariano 
 
Our Mission  
Geelong Viqueque Friendship Schools in collaboration with Viqueque school authorities will 
facilitate connectedness between Geelong schools and their partner schools in Viqueque 
District with the aim of developing sustainable and self-managing programs.  
 
Our Schools in Partnership and Friendship 
4 Setembro Years 10-12  Christian College Highton  
01 Viqueque Years 7-9  St Joseph’s College  
Cabira-oan Years 1-9   Kardinia International College  
Calixa Years 10-12   Christian College Bellarine  
Loi-Huno Years 1 -7   St Ignatius Colleges  
Mundo Perdido Years 7-9  Geelong High School  
Olocasa Years 10-12   Geelong Grammar School  
St Estevao Years 10-12  St Francis Xavier Catholic PS  
St Teresinha Years 7-9  Sacred Heart College  
Uamori Years 1-6   Clonard College  
School to be determined Iona Catholic Secondary College 
 



Major Sponsors 
• The Newson Family  $5000 
• O’shannassy Family $1500 
• Bass family   $1500 
• Keith Fagg   $1000 
• Whelan family  $1000 
• Graeme Wood  $500 
• Jonathon Chapman  $500 
• Marie Teague  $500 

 
Our Team  
David Whelan (President), Carmel Brown (Vice President), Julie Whelan (Secretary) Jonathon 
Chapman (Treasurer), Patrice Hall, Janet Taylor, Chris Clark, Olivia Jackson-Corbeil, Chris Hansen, 
Graham Barton, Peter Cannon, Tricia Blane, Heather Wallace, Paige Rowan, Fran Dorgan, Anna 
Haintz and Project Manager: Mariano De Silva  
(Personal Profiles are available on our web page)  
 
Thanks to the Executive and Committee members for their ongoing work over the past 12 
months in difficult times 
 


