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It gives me great pleasure to report on yet another successful year for Geelong Viqueque 
Friendship Schools Inc. under continuing, but lessening, trying conditions.  
With the easing of restrictions because of Covid we were again able to meet, organise and 
participate in a number of activities. Face-to-face committee meetings was a great start. The 
activities we were able to conduct this year included the Art Show at the Rachinger Gallery, 
Eastern Hub, East Geelong, Trivia Night at Geelong High School, and fundraising via Run 
Melbourne Running Festival. These three activities have put us in a very strong financial 
position for 2023.       It’s hoped that next year schools from Geelong will once again be allowed 
to visit Timor-Leste. 
We’ve had two committee members visit this year, Chris Hansen, and Jonathan Chapman. And 
next year two staff trips, coordinated by Graham Barton from Christian College are planned.  
 
Art Show 
The Art Show this year, titled Art For Timor – Photographic Exhibition was again held in the 
Rachinger Gallery, at the Eastern Hub in East Geelong. This year’s theme was Uma/Home (Uma 
is Tetun for home). The submitted works had to represent the common theme of home. What 
the artist saw as representing their home. This wasn’t a fund raiser but a collaborative 
exhibition between our Viqueque friends and local artists. Special thanks must go to Danine 
Bourke and Susan Hartigan for their support in setting up the event and for the use of the 
facility. Also, to Lariane Fonseca (artist/photographer) who participated as our guest judge, 
providing valuable feedback to those who submitted works. Also special thanks to the City of 
Greater Geelong for their sponsorship of $1000 towards establishment costs as part of the 
Community Grants Program. Finally, a special thanks to the committee members involved in 
the preparation of the well-received exhibition, but in particular to Julie Whelan who spent 
countless hours coordinating the event.  
 
 

   
A selection of photos from the Photography Exhibition opening night 

            
 
 
 



 
Fund raising 
 

Trivia Night 
Our major fundraiser this year was the Trivia Night held at Geelong High School in April. This 
was an outstanding success for us as a fundraiser, raising just under $14,000. Some 220 people 
attended, and it was a great night well-coordinated by our presenters Mick and Erin Nunan 
who kindly donated their time and skills. They came with a great reputation for running a fun 
night and they didn’t disappoint. 
Thanks to Louise and Bernie Madden, Associated Rigging and the Edward family for their 
auction prize donations and to everyone else who donated for the raffle prizes. Thanks to Glenn 
Davey, Principal of Geelong High for making the venue available. Also, a huge thanks to Louise 
Madden and her committee for their tireless work in organising the night.  
 
Scholarship Program 
Our scholarship program has continued to expand with 60 scholarships awarded this year 
totalling $10,139. This year’s program has gone very smoothly compared to lasts years because 
of covid restrictions relaxing. The program was rolled out at a special ceremony in Viqueque by 
Mariano DaSilva, our on-ground coordinator.  These scholarships are awarded to Secondary to 
Senior Secondary School students, Senior Secondary to University and University students 
completing their studies at Bacau Teachers College. We currently have close to 70 doners on 
our books, with many having committed to a three-year program with some outstanding large 
donations to the program: 

The Newson Family  $5000  Geelong Grammar                   $2440 
Keith Fagg    $1000  Peter Cannon & Tricia Blaine $1000 
Graeme Wood               $500                  Margaret Chapman              $300 
Jonathon Chapman  $300                 
 
 

     
A selection of photos from the Scholarship Ceremnony held in Viqueque earlier this year 

  
Mariano DaSilva- Project Manager 
Mariano is still working hard as our on-ground contact, coordinating the scholarship roll-out, 
paying of library salaries and running PD programmes for our librarians. Mariano has 
coordinated the continued development of a librarian network group to assist with the training 
of the four librarians our partner schools in Geelong fund. And is currently supporting the 
establishment of a science laboratory. 
 
Fun Run - Run Melbourne 
One of our newest members, Anna Haintz from Iona College came up with the idea of piggy 
backing onto the well run, Run Melbourne Running Festival held in July. The event allows 
sponsors of runners to select a charity they would like to support, i.e., Geelong Viqueque 
Friendship Schools Scholarship program. As a result of this we made around $3500 with all 
funds being allocated to the scholarship program for 2023. Great idea Anna! 



 
Science Project 
This is a new project the group is working towards and is the brainchild of committee member, 
Jonathan Chapman. As our focus as a group shifts, we are targeting specific areas that will 
enhance and support educational initiatives in Viqueque. Science is an area that has been 
identified as needing support. Jonathan in his recent visit coordinated the shipment of science 
supplies to Viqueque with the aim of setting up a specific science room or lab as a model for 
other school in Viqueque. This we are hoping will be done in partnership with the local 
Educational Directorate. This is a great initiative if it comes off. So far, it’s all positive; stay 
tuned. 

  

 
A selection of photos at the initial meeting for the establishment of a science laboratory 

 
 
Acknowledgement 
As President and as a committee we need to acknowledge the work of one of our members 
who is leaving the group due to work and study commitments in Ballarat. Olivia Jackson-Corbeil 
has been an active member for several years with her interest and love of Timor originating as 
a student of Clonard College and having visited Viqueque on several occasions. It was through 
Olivia’s drive that we held the first Art Exhibition. Her commitment to the group will be sadly 
missed, but I’m sure she will always stay in contact and maintain her love and interest for 
Timor. 
  
Where to from here?  
The challenges we face as a group are significant. This can be clearly demonstrated by the 
difficulties we face in filling vacancies for the Executive Positions, an ongoing issue for many 
years. And I fully understand people’s reluctance in putting their name forward. People are 
busy or they lack the confidence or desire to commit at that level. A variety of valid reasons. 
But where do we go from here? 
Most groups who have been or are involved in Timor-Leste have an exit strategy. Do we need 
one? Not to leave totally, but to change our focus to friendship as opposed to financial support 
allowing greater self-determination.  Our challenge over the next couple of years will be to 
establish a sustainable model. One that strengthens relationships between our partner schools.  
I haven’t got the answers, but this discussion is going to have to be had sooner rather than 
later. Planning for a change needs to happen now and the groups involved need to be part of 
that discussion. The commitment from a school, and our current partner schools are great, but 
is only as strong as the current administration and the staff involved. If either of those were to 
change, we could have a very different group. Food for thought 
 
 
 



 
Our Team  
David Whelan (President), Carmel Brown (Vice President), Julie Whelan (Secretary) Jonathon 
Chapman (Treasurer), Louise Madden, Patrice Hall, Julie Gunn, Paul Mooney, Chris Clark, Olivia 
Jackson-Corbeil, Chris Hansen, Graham Barton, Glenn Davey, Peter Cannon, Tricia Blane, 
Heather Wallace, Paige Rowan, Fran Dorgan, Anna Haintz, Rosemary Nugent and Project 
Manager: Mariano De Silva  
(Personal Profiles are available on our web page)  
 
Thanks to the Executive and Committee members for their ongoing work over the past 12 
months  
 
Our Mission  
Geelong Viqueque Friendship Schools in collaboration with Viqueque school authorities will 
facilitate connectedness between Geelong schools and their partner schools in Viqueque 
District with the aim of developing sustainable and self-managing programs.  
 
Our Schools in Partnership and Friendship 
4 Setembro Years 10-12  Christian College Highton  
01 Viqueque Years 7-9  St Joseph’s College  
Cabira-oan Years 1-9   Kardinia International College  
Calixa Years 10-12   Christian College Bellarine  
Loi-Huno Years 1 -7   St Ignatius Colleges  
Mundo Perdido Years 7-9  Geelong High School  
Olocasa Years 10-12   Geelong Grammar School  
St Estevao Years 10-12  St Francis Xavier Catholic PS  
St Teresinha Years 7-9  Sacred Heart College  
Uamori Years 1-6   Clonard College 
School to be determined Iona Catholic Secondary College 


